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SUBJECT: IRISH RATIFICATION OF IEA 

1. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION ON ENERGY MATTERS MICHAEL GREENE, 
COUNSELOR IN CHARGE OF ENERGY AFFAIRS AT IRISH DEPARTMENT OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, INFORMED US THAT DAIL (IRISH PARLIAMENT) WILT. 
RESUME ITS DEBATE APRIL 29 ON QUESTION OF IRISH RATIFICATION OF 
IEA AGREEMENT. INSTRUMENT OF RATIFICATION IS ALREADY IN HANDS OF 
IRISH AMBASSADOR IN BRUSSELS WHO IS AWAITING FORMALITY OF DAIL 
APPROVAL BEFORE HANDING IT OVER TO BELGIAN GOVERNMENT. IRISH 
GOVERNMENT HAD HOPED TO RATIFY BEFORE MAY 1 AND EXPECTS TO DO SO 
PROVIDED DAIL DEBATE IS CONCLUDED IN TIME. AS A PRECAUTION, IRISH 
DELEGATES AT NEXT GOVERNING BOARD MEETING IN PARIS WILL ASK FOR 
THREE MONTH EXTENSION TO AUGUST 1 OF DEADLINE FOR FORMAL IRISH 
ACCESSION TO IEA. 

2. GREENE POINTED OUT THAT MATTER OF RATIFICATION HAS BEEN BEFORE 
DAIL SINCE LAST NOVEMBER. GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO RATIFICATION 
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AND THERE IS LITTLE QUESTION OF LOSING ON VOTE IN DAIL. ONLY 
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QUESTION IS HOW LONG OPPOSITION WILL DRAG DEBATE ON. RENDAHL 
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